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Morocco is known as a center of diversity for some cereal species including barley, durum wheat and wild oats. They are used as sources of resistance to major pests by many breeding programs. Few of the landraces of barley are released to farmers since 1946 and are actually used by the national breeding program as sources of adaptation, disease resistance and good grain quality.

The landraces of barley are still widely used by farmers. The release of many high yielding and semi-dwarf varieties by INRA has decreased significantly the use of landraces. The collect and the conservation ex-situ of samples of these populations were initiated since early 1980’s. The evaluations of such populations revealed the decrease in the variability for some traits (plant height, days to heading, …) as compared to the reported data from the collections of 1924. The future use of these landraces by the farmers will be highly affected by the release of new adapted and higher yielding varieties. 

The in-situ conservation is recently advocated as a better way to conserve a larger genetic variability of landraces as well as to take the advantages of natural selection (dynamic conservation). Though, the scientific basis for such conservation is only recently investigated by many researchers for many crops. 

The Global project on in-situ conservation initiated by IPGRI in collaboration with many countries aims at strengthening the scientific basis of on- farm conservation of local germplasm. Morocco is among the nine countries where this project is implemented. Barley are among the species to be studied..        

