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Background 

The World Water Day of 1999 drew attention to the conflicts of upstream and 
downstream communities. A number of major rivers of south-east Asia originate from 
the Peoples Republic of China and flow through several riparian countries before 
joining the oceans. Currently, there are no formal intergovernmental bodies for the 
joint management of these international waters and natural resources between China and 
downstream riparian countries, except for several cases of informal collaboration. 
 
In recent years there has been a rapid growth of the number of planning, development 
and research activities related to Asian international rivers, mostly due to the 
increasing interest for collaboration among sharing countries.  In particular, 
cooperative endeavors in the Mekong region, such as the Mekong River Commission 
(MRC) and the Greater Mekong Sub region (GMS) Program, are attempting to bring 
stakeholders including the governments, and other interested parties, together, to 
manage transboundary natural resources better and to achieve common goals.  For 
example, the MRC’s Water Utilization Program (WUP), funded by the World Bank 
through GEF, Finland, Japan and France, aims to improve water management in the 
Lower Mekong Basin, foster mutually-beneficial water utilization while maintaining 
the river’s ecological balance and facilitate technical and research collaboration 
between downstream and upstream countries.   
 
In spite of the numerous attempts for successful collaboration, still many activities of 
downstream of Asia’s international rivers are detached from those of the upstream.  
Critical communication gaps exist in information flow to governments, decision 
makers, and affected communities, across the political boarders.  However, with south-
east Asia’s rapid economic growth and social changes, more emphasis is being placed 
on the water resources and ecological security of the international river basins.   
 
A number of cooperative activities among UNU (United Nations University), AIRC 
(Asian International Rivers Center of Yunnan University), AIT, UNESCO-IHE, etc. 
have been conducted to strengthen existing collaboration and research networks and to 
fill in knowledge gaps and in information exchange among stakeholders.   
 
One form of these activities is to use academic workshops and field study visits, as 
information exchange and discussion forum, to identify common interest and basis for 
knowledge sharing, build on shared practical experiences, reach consensus and produce 
agreed actions to improve regional cooperation in Southeast Asia.  As an example, 



UNU with AIT, AIRC, and universities within and outside the Mekong region, held 
two workshops in March and June of 2005 at Thailand to discuss the water-
environment issues of the Mekong river basin. At the workshop in June 2005, 
participants reached a common understanding to hold a third workshop in Yunnan to 
finalize a proposal of setting up a research network for addressing Ecological Changes 
in the Mekong River Basin. 
 
Workshop Objectives, Topics, and Key Issues 
 
The workshop will be an academic meeting to highlight critical linkages between 
cooperation in international river basins and environmental security in the broader, 
regional context. Our objective is to provide a forum for the experts who are engaged 
in or interested in the research related to upstream/downstream issues of major Asian 
international rivers, particularly in the Mekong region. We plan to analyze the views 
expressed in the conference by the participating experts and synthesize them into a 
proposal for research framework for investigating and coping with the Environment 
Change in Mekong River Basin with specific emphasis on regional cooperation for 
water and environment.  The topics include: 
 

(1) Seeking reasonable utilization and sustainable conflict resolutions related to 
transboundary water resources, and transboundary eco-security maintenance  

(2) Expanding cooperation between Asia and the rest of the world on international 
river issues, identifying potential opportunities.  

(3) Possibility of  a common research agenda for addressing Environment Changes 
in Mekong River Basin 

 
Based on the above, the following issues will be discussed at the workshop: 
 

Major Topics Key Issues 

(1) Transboundary 
water resource and 
eco-security  

 

 Equitable allocation and reasonable utilization of 
transboundary water resources 

 Regional cooperation and transboundary ecological 
security 

 River basin water cycle and water demands increase 
 Environmentally sound river basin management 
 Integrated water resources management 
 Transboundary aquatic ecosystems integrity and 

biodiversity conservation in international watercourses 
 Environmental change and hydrological response 
 Assessing transboundary eco-security 
 Linkages between eco-security and sustainable 

livelihoods 



 Models for interaction of LUCC, deforestation, soil 
erosion, and sediment change 

(2) Cooperation 
between Asia and 
the rest of the 
world  

 Improving understanding and trust between upstream 
and downstream 

 Coordinated management and mutual benefits 
 Cooperation mechanisms 
 Network platform for scientific forum (academic 

researches, information sharing, and capacity building)  
 Capacity development and training  
 Recommendations or action plans 

(3) Environment 
Change in Mekong 
River Basin 

 Linkage of Climate and river regime change  
 Climate change and Extreme events (floods, storms, 

drought) 
 Water Security (Drinking water ， Irrigation ， and 

Environmental flow） 
 Coupling of hydrologic and meteorological models 
 River basin water cycle and Water resources change 
 Transboundary natural disasters 

 
Output:  

(1) Published proceedings of the workshop  
(2) Finalized proposal of The Environment Change in Mekong River Basin 
(3) Recommendations /Action Plans for expanding regional cooperation for 

improving water management and environment in Asian international rivers 
 
Duration: 10-15, December, 2005 (Duration in Yunnan: 6 days, including field visit) 
 
Dali City and Yunnan Province 
 
The southwest provinces of China, Yunnan and Tibet have the highest concentration of 
international rivers in Asia and contain the headwaters of major Asian international 
rivers--the Mekong, Irrawaddy, Salween, Red river, and Brahmaputra. Yunnan is also 
one of the most diverse provinces in China with its 26 ethnic minority groups and a 
range of rich ecosystems from tropical jungles to glacial lakes. Going back to where 
the waters begin is a critical exercise to understand where we have been and where we 
should go. Holding the workshop in Yunnan will provide visible and tangible evidence 
of the rapid and complex issues facing transboundary ecological cooperation.  
 
Dali is a beautiful city in the upper Mekong, with over 1,000 years of history and Bai 
minority culture. Close to Dali are Lijiang city (a UNESCO World Heritage site), Tiger 



Jumping Gorge in Yangtze River, and the "Three Rivers Gorge Area" (another World 
Heritage site, including the Yangtze River, Lancang River, Salween River, and the 
upstream of Irrawaddy River). Dali is a regional tourism center. Er Hai, the biggest 
plateau-lake in upper Mekong and the second biggest in Mekong river basin, face a 
number of water-environmental challenges (too low water level, water pollution, water 
shortage, soil erosion and landslide).  
 
Getting There:  
Dali is about 400 km far from Kunming city. You can arrive in Dali by air, train or bus. 

a) AIR: Transfer at Kunming airport to Dali. Three or four flights a day.  
b) TRAIN: Four trains a day from Kunming (one in the morning, other three late at 

night). Travel time 6 to 8 hours. 
c) BUS: Daily buses from Tuodong, Nanyao, and Western stations of Kunming city. 

Travel time – 5 hours.   
Note: There will be a representative of the workshop organizers at the Kunming airport on 
December 10 from 8:30 to 18:00 to help the participants.  
 
 
Major Activities:  
10th : Arrival and Registration 
11th and 12th : Academic meetings (detailed topics to be finalized) 

• Transboundary water resource and eco-security  
• International rivers’ cooperation between Asia and the rest of the world 
• Environment Change in Mekong River Basin 

 
13th :  Excursion to the ER Hai Lake in the upper Mekong river basin 

• Bureau of Er Hai Lake Management will share their experience in lake 
management.    
• Discussion among two groups:  

(a) The Mekong Basin research committee to discuss proposal. 
(b) Identifying potential collaboration opportunities and forum. Continue 

workshop discussion during the trip. 
 
14th:  Academic meetings  

(1) Meeting of the Mekong Basin research committee to finalize the proposal   
(2) Meeting for drafting recommendations/action plans 

 
15th: Departure 
 
 
Paper Submissions 
Papers within the scope of the symposium, fitting into one of the sub-topics are invited. 



Authors should submit an extended abstract of up to 500 words (1 page of size A4) to 
the workshop secretariat to reach before October 25, 2005, indicating the relevant sub-
topic.  
 
All abstracts or papers should be written in English as word documents. Papers will 
generally be selected on the basis of abstracts, except for the invited contributions. The 
authors whose abstracts have been accepted by the workshop will be requested to send 
their papers about 6,000 words in length to the Workshop Secretariat not later than 
November 20, 2005. This paper will be used only for circulating among conference 
participants. Improved papers for proceedings should be sent soon after the end of the 
conference, but not later than 31st December, 2005, to ensure inclusion in the printed 
proceedings.  
 
Financial Support 
Limited funds are available to cover the travel and accommodation costs of selected 
participants, and students from developing countries. 
 
Conference Language 
The official language of the Workshop will be English.  Oral presentation and papers 
should generally be prepared in English. Simultaneous English translations will be 
provided for several presentations delivered in Chinese.  
 
 
Workshop Secretariat 

Kunming: 
Dr. LIU Jiang 
The Asian International Rivers Centre (AIRC) 
6th F. Wenjing Building, Yunnan University 
Kunming, Yunnan 650091，P.R.China 
Tel. / Fax: +86 871-503 4577 
E-mail: liujiang@ynu.edu.cn 
 
Beijing: 
Dr. ZHAO Jianshi  
Institute of Hydrology & Water Resources 
Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China 
Tel： 86-10-62796937 
Email：zhaojianshi@tsinghua.edu.cn 



 

Registration Form 
(For Priority Consideration due October 25, 2005) 

 
 
Name (as it appears on your passport): __________________________Title 

(Prof./Dr./Ms./Mr.) 
 
Affiliation/Org.: _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip Code: __________________________________ 
Country: ___________________________________________ 
Passport Number: ____________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Tel: ____________________ Fax:  _______________________ 
 
E-mail: _____________________________________________ 
 
I expect to attend the Symposium: Yes ______ No ___________ 
 
I am planning to present a paper: Yes _______ No ___________ 
 
I would like to submit a paper on the topic: _________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

Please reserve the following accommodations for me: 
Single(s): _______________   Category: __________________ 
Double(s): _______________ Category: __________________ 
Suite room: ______________  Category:   _________________ 
 
I will arrange my own accommodations       Yes (  )       No  (   ) 
If you plan to arrange your own accommodations, please indicate 
the name and the address: _______________________________ 
 
Date: _______________ Signature: ________________________ 
 
 

N.B.: Send completed form to reach the secretariat by October 25, 2005  
 


