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My presentation focuses on the phenomenon known as “culture wars.”
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The concept of “culture war” derives originally from “Kulturkampf,” a German
term that referred to the nineteen century struggle initiated by Bismark against
the influence of the Catholic Church over the German national cultural spheres.
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term “culture war” is probably most commonly known in association with
Patrick Buchanan, the U.S. conservative politician, who in his early 1990s speech
declared a “cultural war” to defend against what he saw as the challenges to the
American people’s true soul and tradition. 4 B, [30LES) &0 95 SEEIT,
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specifically at the policies advocated by the then President Bill Clinton and
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example, women’s reproductive rights, environmental protection, gay and
lesbian rights, and women’s military enlistment as combatants. 77 U >k Br#E
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society and history underpinning Buchanan’s speech furthermore recapitulated
wider conservative reactions against the increasingly open borders for migration
necessary for sustaining U.S. economic life, the enforcement of the Constitutional
separation of the church and state in public spheres, the administrative policy
known as affirmative action that aimed to promote racial and other diversity,
and shifting organizations of gender, sexuality and family. £7, B =¥y
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In other words, the late-twentieth and early twenty-first century “culture war” in
the United States has risen as a backlash against the diversifications of the
notions about what constitutes the proper American family, the American nation,
as well as race, gender, sexuality, and other salient categories of personhood and
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emerged as a battle over the nation’s normative values as well as the authenticity
of its membership and culture. VTR A 2 3 » OBERMES, £ OHEKE
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National History, or battles over what, how, from whose standpoint, and for
what purpose one should remember (and forget) as the nation’s authentic past,
have also been integral to “culture wars.” KIXFDF T aF/L - A MY —
() 2D < 2o/, 772b5, BROELVIBEDMEZ, EOX 1T, #D
AN D, T LTMOZDICEVHT O (ZLTENALDD) 2OV TORIV
bE. [UEERS) OBEEREHRL RS> TE,

“Culture wars” can be understood most productively less as a Huntington-like
clash between two or more discretely separate and mutually exclusive socio-
cultural entities (e.g. the American vs Un-American, Christianity vs non-
Christian religions, whites vs non-whites, the West vs non-West, etc.) than as a
tension between those attitudes that advocate pure and one-dimensional images
of self and society and those that aspire to the coexistence and hybridization of
multiple and diverse elements of social identities.  [S{LEkG) &6 - & HARE
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“Culture wars” have gained intensity especially after the end of Cold War in the
Western hemisphere. Similar phenomena have been witnessed in other liberal,



highly industrialized nations, including Australia, France, and Japan. My
presentation will examine “culture wars” from a post-Cold War, global
perspective and consider their multivalent intellectual implications for the study
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