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Introduction: 
 
The processes associated with globalization are having a variety of accelerated impacts 
on the use, knowledge and preservation of languages. Globalization puts many languages 
in danger directly and indirectly as importance is put on acquiring the main international 
languages and technologies. International languages have the potential to displace 
regional and local languages, especially in education and in the workplace. Through 
centralization in the interest of unity and identity, certain indigenous languages have been 
empowered at the expense of others. Globalization also heightens the threat of cultural 
appropriations as more and more of the world has access to indigenous cultures. 
 
On the other hand, globalization has the potential to revitalize languages and foster their 
use in society by 1) connecting institutions working to protect endangered languages; 2) 
providing the information and communication tools needed to document languages, 
traditional knowledge and cultural practices for the use and benefit of communities and 
the wider public; 3) providing independent sources of external advocacy for language 
communities; and 4) providing opportunities through international solidarity to breathe 
new life into endangered languages.   
 
In assessing the degree of risk, it is a significant problem that there is so little reliable 
concrete information on prospects of language survival.  
 
Recommendations: 
 



1) In line with the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, nation-states have the 
responsibility to design comprehensive national language policies that promote 
the use of endangered and minority languages in all appropriate spheres of public 
life (health, education, culture, tourism, judicial and legal systems). 

 
2) Language documentation efforts should be accelerated and focus especially on 

documenting endangered languages, with full attention to indigenous knowledge. 
Communities, businesses, NGOs and governments should ideally be actively 
involved in documentation projects and revitalization efforts. Projects may 
include the promotion of literacy.  

 
3) Development efforts should focus on strengthening traditional knowledge systems 

and developing cultural industries in order to generate income and promote 
sustainable development and the preservation of intangible cultural heritage. They 
should also extend access to ICTs and training opportunities within communities 
so that these tools can be employed to further promote cultural industries for 
economic self-sufficiency.  

 
 
 

 
4) In order to promote positive attitudes to safeguarding languages, a holistic 

approach must be developed that empower communities to use their languages, 
with linguistic, socio-political and economic dimensions so that parents are 
encouraged to transmit their language to their children and so that young people 
are motivated to learn and use this language. 

 
5) Local civil society organizations and NGOs should urge governments to advance 

national language policies that not only include minority languages, but also 
recognize the value of linguistic diversity. At the same time, such international 
and regional bodies as UNESCO, the Organization of American States (OAS), the 
Council of Europe and the African Union should also strengthen their efforts at 
the international level to sensitize and encourage governments to focus more 
attention on the development of national language policies. Increased prominence 
for indigenous language communities must be protected against improper uses 
and abuse.  

 
6) Given that static language populations are not the only indicator relevant to the 

future vitality of a language, it would be desirable to have more reliable data on 
trends of language survival. To this end, UNESCO should consult on measures to 
provide longitudinal statistics on language populations.  

 
 


