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Globalization&l.anguages

Building on Our Rich Heritage

Languages play a particularly significant, though widely ignored role
in attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), achieving
the six Education for All (EFA) goals, and in building inclusive
knowledge societies.

Under conditions of globalization, one of the major challenges is to
ensure the protection and promotion of linguistic diversity, especially
indigenous, minority and endangered languages.

This diversity is best served by safeguarding the intellectual,
literary and poetic heritage of humanity, embodied through the ages
in both written and oral traditions.

The focus of the UNU/UNESCO 2008 Conference on “Globaliza-
tion and Languages: Building on Our Rich Heritage™ is to explore the
contribution of linguistic diversity and multilingualism to sustainable
development and their value for dialogue, social cohesion and peace.

The conference will begin with a public symposium on the first
day, which will address the policy aspects of the conference theme.
This will be followed by panel sessions to present case studies and key
findings on some of the strategic areas crucial to the safeguarding and
promotion of linguistic diversity.

The second day will begin with a panel on standard-setting
instruments. Four parallel workshop sessions will then allow examina-
tion in greater depth of the key issues highlighted during the presenta-
tions and the development of policy recommendations which will be
presented during the closing plenary session.
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Programme

3127 Wednesday

Moming:  Opening Remarks and Introduction

Keynote Presentations:

Vigdis Finnbogadottir
Former President, Republic of Iceland, and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador
for Languages

Olabiyi Babalola Joseph Yai

Chairman of the Executive Board, UNESC
and Permanent Delegate of Benin to UN

Ambassador,
0
Stephen May

- and Chair of Language and Literacy Education,
University of Waikato, New Zealand

Adama Samassékou
Executive Secretary ad int. of the African Academy of Languages (ACALAN),
and President of Maaya Network

Afternoon: - Consecutive Panel Discussions

Discussions focusing on the key themes of multilingualism, translation,
communication and literacy; education and learning; and safeguarding
endangered languages.

3128 Thursday

Morning:  Panel Discussion on Standard-Setting Instruments
Plenary Session
Opening remarks and clarification of the structure of the workshops

7 Qs
Afternoon:  Parallel Workshop Sessions
*Multilingualism, translation, communication and literacy
* Education and learning
+ Safeguarding endangered languages
* Standard-setting instruments

Concluding Plenary
Reports of the working groups with discussion of conclusions and adoption

of recommendations

Concluding Remarks

U Thant International Conference Hall, United Nations University Headquarters, Tokyo
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