
 
Protocol  
 
First, I bring you warm felicitations from the President, Government and people of Nigeria and thank 

you for the wonderful and warm hospitality.  I am very delighted and honoured by your invitation not 

only to attend this Conference, but also to make my very modest contribution and share views and 

ideas with the eminent experts and seasoned professionals from all over the world on the vital issues 

and relationships of Globalization, Science and Technology, Peace, Sustainable Economic Growth 

and Development. 

 

I am also very delighted to note the growing partnership and collaboration between Nigeria and 

UNESCO, which this invitation and our participation has further highlighted. There is a special plan of 

cooperation between Nigeria and UNESCO with elements in Education, Culture, and Science and 

Technology initiated by Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria on his 

assumption of Office in 1999. The special cooperation clearly shows our desire and commitment to 

partner with UNESCO. The Element on Science and Technology is a reform and revitalization project   

which the Japanese Government, our host today, is playing a key and vital role. 

  

This Conference with the theme “Globalization: Challenges and Opportunities for Science and 

Technology” is very apt as it aims to discuss the ways in which globalization changes science and 

technology and vice versa and the opportunities these changes offer in the better utilization of Science 

and Technology to foster peace, improve the quality of life of our peoples and promote the sustainable 

growth and development of nations. 

  The world and its economy has become highly globalized. The major drivers of this 

phenomenon are our better understanding and utilization of Science and Technology. Infact, it has 

been rightly and consistently argued over time that the strength or weakness of any nation or people 
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is directly related to their technological capabilities and knowledge. Science and Technology has 

assisted in virtually all spheres of human endeavor, ensuring higher agricultural productivity, better 

communication, better healthcare delivery, improved quality of life, among others.  It is clear that to 

make any meaningful progress and sustain development and be able to compete favorably in the 

technology-driven, knowledge-based, competitive global economy; nations must pay particular 

attention to issues of science, engineering, technology and innovation.  These tools when wisely 

deployed also foster peace, cooperation and integration. The evidence of improved quality of life, 

better national socio-economic growth and development driven by technology become obvious when 

one compare countries with higher and lower technological capabilities. 

 

However, inspite of all the positive attributes of science and technology, its development and use has 

also posed threats and challenges for the world and its people, especially when not properly 

channeled. These challenges vary from environmental degradation, sustainable development, to 

peace and security. There is therefore the urgent and persistent need to encourage and insist on the 

sustainable use of science and technology to foster peace, improve the quality of life of our people 

and sustainable economic growth and development as well as cooperation of our peoples and 

nations. 

 

Nigeria, (like other progressive other nations) believes in the power of science and technology as the 

engine for national economic growth and development and has initiated a number of activities and 

programs and has recorded some modest achievements. We do not wish to attempt to re-invent the 

wheel, but have decided to concentrate our research efforts on areas of comparative advantage such 

as our bio-resources to assist in feeding and looking after the health of our teeming populations.  We 
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have also decided to plug into high and cross cutting technologies to improve the quality of life of our 

people. 

 

Nigeria is undergoing major strategic and pragmatic reforms in its public policy thrust and taking 

strategic actions in line with our National Economic Empowerment Development Strategy (NEEDS) 

document aimed at streamlining the country for optimal performance. These include strategic political, 

economic, social and financial reforms. 

 

Allow me to highlight a few of our modest achievements in Science and Technology aimed at 

improving the quality of lives of our people and increase our ability to participate and compete in the 

global economy. 

 

Government has initiated policies and established relevant implementing Agencies for our flagship 

science and technology programs in ICT, Biotechnology, Small and Meduim Scale Enterprises, 

Energy, and Space Technology aimed at leapfrogging Nigeria’s entry into global knowledge economy.  

There are also other policy initiatives that promote incremental injection of Science and Technology 

into traditional development processes including the promotion of engineering materials research and 

development, medicinal plants research and development, and Intellectual Property Rights, among 

others. 

 

This year 2006, July 6th to be precise, we commissioned a modern Gamma Irradiation Plant in 

partnership with a German company. This plant is useful in the preservation of fruits, grains and 

tubers, reduce our post-harvest food losses, hence improve food security, in addition to its being used 
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for primary healthcare. It would also improve the quality of cable and wire products, plastics, natural 

rubber through radiation-induced linking of their mechanical, electrical and thermal properties. 

 

Also a plant-derived drug (NICOSAN) for the management of sickle cell disease was also launched in 

July this year. The drug a product of indigenous knowledge research is being produced in joint 

partnership between the Nigerian Government and an American company. This is crucial to us as 

about 6million of the estimated over 10million people in the world with the sickle cell disease live in 

Nigeria. 

 

Similarly a Computer for All Nigerians Initiative (CANI) has been launched. This is aimed at ensuring 

easy and affordable acquisition of computers by the citizenry. This no doubt would improve the 

computer skills of the people, enhance internet connectivity and usage and create an enabling 

environment for research and development, economic growth, employment creation, wealth 

generation and capacity building for the Nigerian workforce in both the public and private domains. 

 

We are also developing the process for an effective and sustainable funding arrangement for a 

coordinated, development-oriented scientific R&D activities through the establishment of a National 

Science Foundation of USD5Billion Endowment. I must add here that UNESCO through the 

Nigeria/UNESCO Project on Science, Technology and Innovation reform project facilitated, along with 

others the establishment of this foundation.  Details of the mechanisms for one effective and 

sustainable management of this fund and its legal backing are being worked out. 

 

 Nigeria, on September 27th 2003-launched NigeriaSat 1, the first low earth orbit remote 

sensing satellite by a sub-saharan African nation, with numerous multi-sectorial applications.  



TFO  Page 5 of 9  

 

NigeriaSat 1 contributed useful data for managing the recent Tsunami Disaster, and more recently 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita as part of the international Disaster Monitoring Constellation with the 

United Kingdom, Algeria, and Turkey Low Orbit Satellites.  Nigeria has also been admitted to the 

International Committee on Earth Observation Satellites. NigeriaSat 2 another remote sensing satellite 

with higher ground resolution (2.5m) is scheduled for launch in 2008 to replace Nigeriasat-1.  This 

project is in partnership with Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd (SSTL) of the U.K. The Nigeria 

Communication Satellite (NIGCOMSAT-1) is scheduled for launch in the first quarter of 2007. This is 

being designed, built and will be launched in partnership with China Great Wall Industry Corporation. 

The Nigerian Space project is an important initiative for the integration of Africa and should be seen as 

an African project as it is designed to serve the whole of Africa.It is important to note here that we are 

putting in place a 20 year Space Technology development program with the full political support of the 

Federal Government of Nigeria.  On the Communication Satellite scheduled for launch next year, we 

have specifically written to all African Heads of State to subscribe to the available bandwidth and over 

25 Heads of State have responded positively.  This, no doubt, would assist improve communication 

and all its applications in various other sectors including education and commerce in many African 

countries. 

 

 Energy is not only crucial, but also critical for the development and transformation of Nigeria, 

and indeed, Africa.  Nigeria requires adequate and diverse energy sources to assist it develop all its 

capacities, including Small and Medium Scale Enterprises that would impact positively and 

significantly on the lives of our people.  On energy, in our quest to diversify our energy resource base, 

we have a research nuclear reactor. Though a very small step, yet significant for us, because this 

reactor and  the Gamma irradiation facility can be effectively utilized to conduct research and training 
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activities with multi-sectoral applications.  We have also, this year, activated the Nigeria Atomic 

Energy Commission with the primary responsibility to promote and streamline the implementation of a 

proactive nuclear technology development program for peaceful applications in electricity generation, 

agriculture and food security, medicine, industry and in basic and applied scientific research. 

 

 In Telecommunications, we have been able to grow telephone from under 400,000 lines in 

1999 to over 25million today since the inception of the President Olusegun Obasanjo administration 

and still growing rapidly. This remains one of the fastest growing sectors. We are also developing 

telecommunication backbones both terrestrial and satellite based, christened the national Information 

and Communication Technology Backbone covering the entire country.  This project is being 

developed in phases. 

 

There are also a number of other achievements in ICT, Biotechnology, especially in diagnostic test kit 

manufacturing, and in traditional medicine development which include the documentation and 

digitalization of our traditional knowledge and developing a digital virtual library for traditional 

medicine, perhaps the first such focal reference centre in Africa, aimed at developing and improving 

the use of our bio-resources and biodiversity. We are also working to address issues of Patents and 

development of appropriate regimes for Intellectual Property Rights protection including those for our 

vast Traditional Knowledge base. 

 

Nigeria has also initiated, with the assistance of UNESCO, a project for the Reform and Revitalization 

of Nigeria’s Science, Technology and Innovation System aimed not only at streaming and optimizing 

Science and Technology for Nigeria’s global competitiveness, enterprise development, wealth and job 

creation, but also at reinforcing our science, technology and innovation infrastructure and enhancing 

its utilization for the attainment of macro-economic and social objectives.  
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The Project has a regional component that would assist other African countries develop proposals to 

reform, revitalize and build managerial capacities of their Science, Technology and Innovation 

systems. This Project is being co-financed by the Government of Japan through its Funds-In-Trust for 

Human Capacity Building with UNESCO.  The Science and Technology Innovation institutional reform 

landscape covers 156 R&D institutions, over 70 Universities, over 50 Polytechnics, numerous colleges 

of Education and Agriculture, some private R&D Establishments. 

 

Noting the critical need to promote creativity, inventions and innovation as factors for national 

development, economic growth and global competitiveness as well as a basis for better 

humanity, the Nigerian Government  has set up a Presidential Standing Committee on 

Inventions and Innovations, aimed at encouraging innovations in Science and Technology, by 

receiving, assessing and validating inventions and innovations and ensure the 

commercialization of promising and feasible inventions and innovations. 

 

 Aware of the important and vast potentials, roles and contributions of our citizens in Diaspora 

in national economic growth and development especially through science and technology, we are 

engaging, interacting and partnering with our citizens in Diaspora. We are aware of the critical role 

citizens in Diaspora have played in countries such as Japan, (our host today), Taiwan, South Korea, 

China, India among others and wish to tap into this vast potential. We are encouraged by the 

enthusiasm and willingness of our citizens in Diaspora to contribute to our efforts at nation building. 

We are therefore hopeful that our present engagement, interaction with them would not only assist in 

nation building, but also foster peace, national integration and cooperation.  It is estimated that about 

17million Nigerians are in the Diaspora (including those residing in other African countries).  Of these 
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about 4million are said to be professionals with various levels of training and experience.  We plan to 

turn brain drain into brain gain.    

 

We are supporting the revitalization of our Science and Engineering Academies as they have vital 

roles to play in the development of our National Science and Technology enterprise. Nigeria also 

contributed USD5Million endowment to the African Academy of Science. This is because of our belief 

in the power of Science and Technology serving as the engine for national economic growth and 

development for African Countries.   

 

The Academies are very useful in the quest for the development of Science and Technology to 

improve the quality of life of our people, create jobs and wealth and empower our nation to become 

more competitive in the emerging knowledge-based, science and technology-driven, globally 

competitive economy.  Our national Academies are being revamped to enable them play more critical 

roles in national development.  They therefore need greater financial and material support. 

  

We are working to develop world class scientists, scholars and Centres of Excellence in the cutting-

edge technologies in our national priority.  We are also designing strategies to include and engage the 

private sector in our activities, especially in funding value-adding R&D, commercialization activities 

including the now being revamped technology incubation schemes.  A National Nanotechnology 

Initiative has also commenced in a focused, prioritized manner.  

 

It is an obvious fact that science, technology and innovation systems serve as the engine for modern 

enterprise and national development.  We are therefore working to encourage and inspire our youth to 
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become world class scientists and scholars and contribute in the use of science and technology for 

our economic growth and development.  

A Presidential Retreat on Science and technology encompassing Science and Technology and 

innovation stakeholders was held on August 10, 2006.  It was a most fulfilling exercise as there was 

an overwhelming response from stakeholders from government, academic, industry, international and 

diplomatic community with their multiple sub-sectors all represented, including Nigerians from the 

Diaspora.  These reforms oriented Retreat will further drive the accelerated development of a science, 

technology and innovation driven knowledge economy. 

 

I would like to thank all of you, especially  the United Nations University and UNESCO, the 

Government and People of Japan and our other partners and formally invite you to come, see, feel, 

partner and invest in Nigeria and join us in our quest, commitment and determination in moving 

Nigeria to a higher level of global socio-economic inclusion and relevance through the deployment of 

the tools of Science and Technology. 

 

Thank you. 

Professor Turner T. Isoun 

Honourable Minister of Science and Technology 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 


