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Some of the major factors that have persistently hindered industrial sector development and economic 

growth in many developing countries include the critical lack of basic research infrastructure, the lack of 

adequate economic resources as well as skilled local manpower to conduct the requisite basic and applied 

scientific research. As a consequence of the current trends in globalization coupled with the breath-taking 

pace of scientific and technological innovation and advancement in many industrialized nations, most 

developing countries find it increasingly difficult to cope with the burden of the financial requirements 

necessary to build local technical and scientific capacity. Any meaningful measures by any institution, 

organization or government to abate this situation would necessarily prioritize the transfer of technologies 

from industrialized countries for adoption and execution in the poor countries in order to circumvent the 

need for capital investment spending, necessary for research and development in the latter. 

 

In recognition of this pressing necessity and also in pursuit of pertinent aspects of its mandate, the 

International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) is intensively involved in all the 

aspects of technology transfer as an inevitable tool for skills development and capacity building necessary 

for stimulating industrial sector productivity, job creation, revenue generation, poverty alleviation and 

economic growth in developing countries. Particular attention at the ICGEB has been focused to the transfer 

of technologies and production procedures for the manufacture of generic pharmaceuticals, for the 

improvement of healthcare systems, owing to the intimate relationship between the state of good health of a 

population, the industrial sector productivity and the overall economic growth in the nation. In fact, 

strengthening the capacity for the indigenous production of essential generic pharmaceuticals helps to 

improve the population’s access to these drugs at affordable prices.  

 

Furthermore, there is a general recognition that many developing countries are now becoming potential 

generators of innovative technologies, although they sometime lack the ability to protect their innovative 

products or processes: this new paradigm, coupled with the challenges facing the developing economies, 

which transcend the mere lack of technologies or the difficulties for their acquisition, but refer to the inherent 

difficulties related to the adoption of Intellectual Property Right (IPR) regimes, as foreseen by the WTO and 

its Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement, is being also addressed by the 

ICGEB, through its own approach to IP protection as well as through new initiatives that should involve a 

number of institutional and international partners. 

  


