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Marginal areas are characterized by a range of physical, social
and economic constraints, such as steep slope, low soil fertility,
recurrent droughts and floods, and poor access to markets, public
services, research and information. These constraints limit adoption
of intensive agriculture largely developed in the mainstream areas.
Significant social, economic and environmental costs could be
incurred in attempts for extending intensive agriculture into these
sensitive areas. A large number of people live in marginal areas and
many in extreme poverty. Improving livelihoods in marginal area is
pressing, but application of the conventional development models
may not be feasible.  In addition, marginal areas are so diverse and
complex that there is no panacea for development in marginal areas.
Designing and implementing innovative approaches, which enhance
local livelihoods together with conservation and sustainable use of
natural resources is a challenge to scientists as well as development
practitioners.

From 29-30 October2003, an international symposium
discussed and reviewed alternative approaches to enhancing small-
scale livelihoods and natural resources management in marginal areas
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with case studies in monsoon Asia. The symposium was co-sponsored
and organized by United Nations University (UNU), Center for
Southeast Asian Studies of Kyoto University (CSEAS) and Japan
International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS).
Livelihoods in the marginal areas are often diverse within the
household and varied between households.  The symposium
participations from multi-disciplinary backgrounds looked at potential
approaches to livelihood development in the marginal areas, including
livelihood options, management of biological diversity and forest
resources, and upscaling farmer’ technology, and institutional
innovations.  The symposium offered a good opportunity to exchange
field experiences and foster international research collaboration on
marginal areas.

83 participants registered and attended the symposium.
Speakers were from China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Korea,
Nepal, Thailand, Viet Nam and representatives of UNU-IAS and
UNU-PLEC. 17 full papers were submitted for the proceedings. While
editing of submitted papers, efforts had been made to bring some
level of uniformity between different papers, reduce redundancy and
improve clarity / coherence required for international readership.
Editorial process had not interfered with the scientific approaches
and presentation/interpretations of data as put forward by different
authors.

We would like to thank all speakers, chairs, commentators
and general participants, in particular, authors who submitted full
manuscripts for the proceedings. Prof. K.G. Saxena deserves our
special thanks for his important contribution to editing the
proceedings.  We would also like to extend our thanks to Prof.
Motoyuki Suzuki of UNU and Prof. Koji Tanaka of CSEAS for their
guidance to organizing the symposium and to the relevant staff of
UNU, CSEAS and JIRCAS for their logistic support to the
symposium.
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