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Living in Two Countries 
 
When I was eight years old, I moved from Brazil to Japan, since my dad came to work in Japan. On the 
second day after getting here, my dad took me to the Yawata Elementary School, where I became a student. 
On that day, my classmates invited me to play dodge ball with them. Since I had never played this game in 
Brazil, one of my new friends showed me how to throw the ball. When I threw the ball up in the air, 
however, I accidentally hit my friend in the face. Although he was laughing, I could see tears in his eyes. I 
didn’t know what to do, and felt very nervous. 

This is how I started my new life at school. Although I didn’t understand a word of Japanese, I 
was still able to make many friends. Even when people are from a different country or speak a different 
language, it is still possible to become good friends and understand each other. When we played games or 
sports, my friends and I communicated through gestures. This also enabled us to understand each other’s 
feelings.  

A while ago, my dad told me about my grandfather. In 1933, my grandfather moved from 
Hokkaido to Brazil, where he worked very hard to build his own farm. My grandfather kept his Japanese 
lifestyle in Brazil, and the first school my dad attended was in fact constructed by a group of Japanese 
villagers. So my dad grew up with two cultures: the Japanese culture at home, and the Brazilian culture at 
school and in the society around him. I am now experiencing something similar to my dad.  

While writing this essay, I came to better understand the differences and advantages of both Japan 
and Brazil. Whereas people in Brazil take good care of their families and are proud of being Brazilian, 
Japanese people do the best they can when something needs to be done, and teachers in Japan are also very 
nice. In a way, my dad’s personality reflects these good qualities of both countries. I think this is because 
he was brought up with both cultures, and was able to make friends by interacting with many people. One 
day, I also want to look after my family and become a trustworthy person just like my dad. I also want to 
stay in touch with all the friends I have made in Japan.    


